
Drum hat pattern – crocheting radially 

 
 
Worsted weight wool, 4.5mm hook.  

Full pattern (see later pages for more information) 
Round 1: ch 29, ss in 6th ch from hook to form circle (23 ch remaining) 

Round 2: ch 1, sc in 2nd ch from circle, ch 1, sc in 4th ch from circle, 3 hdc in next 3 ch, 3 dc 
in 3 ch, 3 htc in 3 ch, 3 tc in 3 ch, 3 hqc in 3 ch, 3 qc in 3 ch, 1 h5c in final ch.  

Round 3: ch 4, skip st at base of chain, qc in next st, 2 qc in next 2, 3 hqc in next 3, 3 tc in 3, 
3 htc in 3, 3 dc in 3, 3 hdc in 3, ch 1 in 3, sc, ch 1, sc, sc into circle. 

Round 4: ch 1, sc in 1st ch from circle, ch 1, sc in 2nd ch from circle, 3 hdc in 3 hdc, 3 dc in 3 
dc, 3 htc in 3 htc, 3 tc in 3 tc, 3 hqc in 3 hqc, 3 qc in 3 qc, 1 h5c in h5c.  

Rounds 5 – 42: Repeat rounds 3 and 4. Sew together or ss along join.  

  



Details 
Although I doubt I’ve ‘invented’ this technique (being a crocheter of just over a year!), I 
wasn’t able to find any examples of what I wanted online, so set about designing my own. 
Using a wool with a gradual colour change, I wanted to crochet a drum hat, which is 
essentially a large flat circle, with the colours changing in bands radiating out from the 
centre. The only way I could see to do this was to crochet from the centre outwards (and 
then back in), treating each segment as a row.  

In each row, the sc stitches near the centre are spaced so as to build some gaps into the 
middle and prevent it getting too crowded, after that all the other stiches are worked directly 
into the ones below.  

In order to have the height of the stitches change more gradually, I used ‘half’ versions of the 
stitches, similar to the half double crochet stitch which mimics a double crochet and then 
draws through three loops at the end. Stitches used: chain (ch), single crochet (sc), half 
double crochet (hdc), double crochet (dc), half triple crochet (htc), triple crochet (tc), half 
quadruple crochet (hqc), quadruple crochet (qc), half quintiple crochet (h5c). 

For example, hdc = yarn over (2 loops on hook), insert hook, yarn over and draw through (3 
loops on hook), yarn over and draw through all three loops on hook 

htc = yarn over twice (3 loops on hook), insert hook, yarn over and draw through (4 loops on 
hook), yarn over, draw through two loops (3 loops on hook), yarn over and draw through all 
three loops on hook 

And so on. I made myself a guide to remember how many yarn overs to include. The stitch 
numbers in the table are for the rows starting at the centre, for the rows coming in from the 
edge, the whole pattern is simply reversed. 

Stitch 
number Type Full name 

Yarn 
overs 

1 ch chain 0 
2 sc single crochet 0 
3 ch chain 0 
4 sc single crochet 0 

5-7 hdc half double crochet 1 
8-10 dc double crochet 1 

11-13 htc half triple crochet 2 
14-16 tc triple crochet 2 
17-19 hqc half quadruple crochet 3 
20-22 qc quadruple crochet 3 

23 h5c half quintiple crochet 4 
 

Full pattern 
Round 1: ch 29, ss in 6th ch from hook to form circle (23 ch remaining) 

Round 2: ch 1, sc in 2nd ch from circle, ch 1, sc in 4th ch from circle, 3 hdc in next 3 ch, 3 dc 



in 3 ch, 3 htc in 3 ch, 3 tc in 3 ch, 3 hqc in 3 ch, 3 qc in 3 ch, 1 h5c in final ch.  

Round 3: ch 4, skip st at base of chain, qc in next st, 2 qc in next 2, 3 hqc in next 3, 3 tc in 3, 
3 htc in 3, 3 dc in 3, 3 hdc in 3, ch 1 in 3, sc, ch 1, sc, sc into circle. 

Round 4: ch 1, sc in 1st ch from circle, ch 1, sc in 2nd ch from circle, 3 hdc in 3 hdc, 3 dc in 3 
dc, 3 htc in 3 htc, 3 tc in 3 tc, 3 hqc in 3 hqc, 3 qc in 3 qc, 1 h5c in h5c.  

Rounds 5 – 42: Repeat rounds 3 and 4. Sew together or ss along join.  

My finished circle had 42 rows, but you can stop whenever your segments naturally meet to 
form a circle. The number of rounds is a guide only, and the amount needed will vary greatly 
depending on the tension of your stitches and elasticity of the wool. 

Calculating the height of the stitches 
The critical issue in making this pattern work – that is, making a flat circle that joins up 
properly – is the relationship between the height of stitches at various radius lengths from 
the centre.  

The table below shows, for various values of the radius, what the circumference of the circle 
should be. By then dividing by 32, I give an estimate of the height of the stitch needed at that 
radius, for a circle made up of 32 segments. The calculations were made in cm, although 
they are independent of units really.  

R 2R C = 2piR 1/32 C 
1 2 6.3 0.2 
2 4 12.6 0.4 
3 6 18.8 0.6 
4 8 25.1 0.8 
5 10 31.4 1.0 
6 12 37.7 1.2 
7 14 44.0 1.4 
8 16 50.3 1.6 
9 18 56.5 1.8 

10 20 62.8 2.0 
11 22 69.1 2.2 
12 24 75.4 2.4 
13 26 81.7 2.6 
14 28 88.0 2.7 
15 30 94.2 2.9 
16 32 100.5 3.1 
17 34 106.8 3.3 
18 36 113.1 3.5 
19 38 119.4 3.7 

 

Then I crocheted some test swatches. This pattern is going to be incredibly dependent on 



the type of wool used, and I didn’t help myself by using one which varies greatly in thickness 
along the length. But it was roughly a worsted weight, and I used a 4.5mm crochet hook.  

Using the swatches, I estimated that there were around 3 stitches width per 2cm, and my 
16cm radius drum hat would need to be 23 stitches long, with the 24th left off to allow for a 
circle in the centre.  

It shows what a rough estimation my calculations were that I ended up with 10 more rows in 
the actual hat than I did in the calculations! But I think this pattern does require a certain 
amount of trial and error. As I went around, it became obvious that I would need more than 
32, but I could probably have stopped at 40. 
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